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THIS FORM IS NOT INTERACTIVE. If you wish to respond electronically please use the online response facility available on the Department for Education website (http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations).
Information provided in response to this request for representations, including personal information, may be subject to publication or disclosure in accordance with the access to information regimes, primarily the Freedom of Information Act 2000 and the Data Protection Act 1998.

If you want all, or any part, of your response to be treated as confidential, please explain why you consider it to be confidential.

If a request for disclosure of the information you have provided is received, your explanation about why you consider it to be confidential will be taken into account, but no assurance can be given that confidentiality can be maintained. An automatic confidentiality disclaimer generated by your IT system will not, of itself, be regarded as binding on the Department.

The Department will process your personal data (name and address and any other identifying material) in accordance with the Data Protection Act 1998, and in the majority of circumstances, this will mean that your personal data will not be disclosed to third parties.

	Please tick if you want us to keep your response confidential.
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	Reason for confidentiality:
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	Name
	


	Organisation (if applicable)
	

	Address:
	


If your enquiry is related to the policy content of the PSHE review you can contact the public enquiry unit on:

Telephone: 0370 000 2288

e-mail: PSHEEducation.review@education.gsi.gov.uk
If you have a query relating to the review process you can contact the Consultation Unit on:

Telephone: 0370 000 2288

e-mail: consultation.unit@education.gsi.gov.uk
Please tick one category that best describes you as a respondent.
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	Teacher
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	School Leader
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	Governor
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	Parent
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	Pupil
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	Local Authority
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	Teaching Association/Union
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	VCS Sector/Charity
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	Educational Provider
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	Subject Association
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	Other
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	Please Specify:

The Accord Coalition is a campaign coalition of member groups, both religious and non-religious, who want state funded schools to promote the growth of mutual understanding, rather than serve to undermine community cohesion, and to properly prepare children for life in our increasingly diverse and complex society. 

Our members include the Association of Teachers and Lecturers, the Christian think tank Ekklesia, the British Muslims for Secular Democracy, the British Humanist Association, The General Assembly of Unitarian and Free Christian Churches and the race equality think tank The Runnymede Trust. 



	


About You

Please use this space to tell us about yourself and your job role.
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	Comments:

Please direct any correspondence to our office either at 1 Gower Street, London, on 020 7462 4990 or at to paul@accordcoalition.org.uk.


	


Please supply up-to-date evidence to answer any or all of the questions in the review. You may want to focus on only those questions most relevant to you.

Q1)
 What do you consider the core outcomes PSHE education should achieve and what areas of basic core knowledge and awareness should pupils be expected to acquire at school through PSHE education?
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	Comments:

PSHE aims to help children and young people deal with the real life issues they face both as children and in adulthood. The Accord Coalition believes that all schools at the primary and secondary level should provide PSHE and the organisation unequivocally supports making teaching the subject statutory.

Accord believes that the current Key Stage one to four non-statutory programmes of study for PSHE produced by the Qualifications and Curriculum Development Agency offer are excellent and already offer a very good range of the basic core knowledge and awareness that pupils should be expected to acquire. We are deeply troubled that through their freedom over the curriculum, Academies and Free Schools do not have to teach even the most basic sex education set out in the National Science Curriculum. We therefore urge that the programmes of study are made statutory, as the Macdonald review of PSHE, carried out by the last government, recommended.


	


Q2)
Have you got any evidence that demonstrates why a) existing elements and b) new elements should be part of the PSHE education curriculum?  
Your answer should provide a summary of the evidence and where appropriate contain the title, author and publication date of research.
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	Comments:

The Accord Coalition is first and foremost a campaign coalition that brings together a wide and diverse range of individuals and organisations. We take a keen interest in PSHE education, but are not involved providing or helping provide it in schools. We appreciate that these questions can be best considered and answered by professional experts in the field and therefore endorse the answers made in this section by the PSHE Association, the Sex Education Forum and Children’s Rights Alliance for England.


	


Q3)
Which elements of PSHE education, if any, should be made statutory (in addition to sex education) within the basic curriculum?
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	Comments:

As Accord believes PSHE is so important that it should become a statutory subject, we are happy that all elements of it become so. However, we believe that it is most important that children have an entitlement to age appropriate Sex and Relationships (SRE) from the foundation stage/KS1 onwards.

SRE can reduce unwanted pregnancies, the spread of sexually transmitted infections and give children tools to be clear about personal boundaries, resist pressure, seek help when they need it and to challenge misleading and inappropriate messages in the media. 

The UK has growing rates of sexually transmitted infections, as figures
 released by the Health Protection Agency last August revealed, and the highest teenage pregnancy rates in Western Europe. Current SRE provision in the UK lags behind that of many developed countries and a 2007 survey
 by the UK Youth parliament of over 20,000 young people found that shockingly 61 per cent of boys and 70 per cent of girls aged over 17 reported not receiving any information at school about personal relationships.
Surveys also show that parents want children to receive PSHE; that children want to receive more and better quality PSHE and that teachers want extra support and materials to help in teaching it. 

The report Sex and Relationship Education: Views from teachers, parents and governors, commissioned by the National Confederation of Parent Teacher Associations, the National Association of Head Teachers, the National Governors Association and Durex, found that 90% of parents and 93% of Governors thought schools should be involved in providing SRE, but that 80% of teachers do not feel sufficiently well  trained and confident to talk about SRE. Only 9% of school leaders rated the teaching materials available to them as ‘very useful’. More than one in four school leaders and a fifth of governors believe that current SRE in schools is failing children by preparing them for the future ‘not well’ or ‘not at all well’.

However, the demands of these groups are not currently being met due to SRE’s current low status, and as high standard SRE can make a huge difference to children’s’ lives Accord believes that it should be regarded as a vital part of their education.

There is widespread support for making SRE part of the National Curriculum, including the both the Catholic Education Service of England and Wales and the Church of England, who supported this proposal at both the primary and secondary levels during passage of the Children, Schools and Families Act 2010.

To help SRE in its transition from a non-statutory to a statutory subject, Accord believes existing legislation governing sex education should amended so that “sex education” becomes “sex and relationships education”.



	


Q4)
Are the National, non-statutory frameworks and programmes of study an effective way of defining content?
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	Yes
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	No
	[image: image22.png]



	Not Sure


	[image: image23.png]



	Comments:

The non-statutory frameworks and programmes of study are excellent and provide a good definition of PSHE content, but should provide more detail about matters related to Sex and Relationships Education. The vocabulary that is used also needs to be changed in some instances.
References to marriage should be followed with ‘and civil partnerships’. At the moment civil partnerships are not mentioned at Key Stage 2, while the Key Stage 3 programme of study does not place references to ‘civil partnership’ next to ‘marriage’, as it should.

Furthermore, references to ‘religion’ or ‘religions’ must be replaced with ‘religion and belief’ or ‘religion and beliefs’ as appropriate. Religion and belief is a protected characteristic under human rights and equality law and there is no reason why religious perspectives should be investigated and not non-religious ones, otherwise the PSHE Curriculum will be open to accusations of discrimination and bias. In this context the term ‘belief’ includes philosophical beliefs, such as humanism. This change in terminology will help to avoid ambiguity, although the guidance should be further amended and the term ‘religion and belief’ be defined to help the uninitiated.


	


Q5)
How can schools better decide for themselves what more pupils need to know, in consultation with parents and others locally?
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	Comments:

The Accord Coalition believes that children’s right to PSHE should trump other considerations and that the parental right of withdrawal over Sex and Relationships Education should cease. If PSHE becomes statutory then it should be treated like other National Curriculum subjects, and any special arrangements that governors enjoy in determining specific aspects of their school’s PSHE should naturally come to an end. We believe that the existing non-statutory programmes of learning already offer enough flexibility to enable schools to take into account input from pupils, parents and local community. 

The Accord Coalition is a broad campaign coalition that - uniquely - encompasses a wide range of both religious and non-religious groups and individuals concerned that some state funded schools can discriminate on religious grounds in their admissions and employment, serve to undermine community cohesion and only provide a narrow education of the beliefs of others. Therefore we take particular interest regarding how religious considerations could and should be taken into account in PSHE and believe we can make an important contribution in this area. 

We believe that this sensitive and potentially controversial topic was tackled effectively by the un-amended Children, Schools and Families Bill 2009/10, which argued that the teaching of PSHE should adhere to the following principles:

· The first principle is that information presented in the course of providing PSHE should be accurate and balanced.

· The second principle is that PSHE should be taught in a way that is appropriate to the ages of the pupils concerned and to their  religious and cultural backgrounds, and also reflects a reasonable range of religious, cultural and other perspectives.

· The third principle is that PSHE should be taught in a way that endeavours to promote equality, encourages acceptance of diversity [including sexual diversity], and emphasises the importance of both rights and responsibilities.

In this legal context the term ‘religious’ should be read so as to include religious and non-religious perspectives, as defined by and to be in keeping with European Convention on Human Rights case law. We believe that these well thought through principles should be applied equally in the provision of PSHE in all state funded schools, regardless of their particular ethos or character.



	


How do you think the statutory guidance on sex and relationships education could be simplified, especially in relation to:
6 a)
Strengthening the priority given to teaching about relationships?
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	Comments:

We urge that as part of making PSHE statutory supplementary national guidance is produced on SRE to guarantee children specific entitlements and avoid uncertainty. 
If such guidance was based on the statutory guidance on sex and relationships education (DfE 2000) then it could be improved upon by simplifying and updating the age related framework from Foundation stage/KS1 onwards to strengthen the priority given to teaching about relationships, include the importance of positive parenting and include teaching young people about sexual consent.

We are very concerned how schools may deal with issues of sexual difference and diversity. Homophobia is a major issue in schools, but is a particular issue in the faith school sector. Stonewall's 2007 'The School Report' showed that two thirds of young gay people at secondary schools have experienced homophobic bullying, but in schools with a religious character the figure rises to three in four. The report also showed that lesbian and gay pupils who attend these schools are 23% less likely to report bullying than those at schools without a faith designation
. 
We believe stronger guidance should be given to help schools cover issues of sexual difference and diversity so that they are able to balances setting out religious and cultural perspectives with schools vitally important requirement to promote equality and encourages acceptance of diversity. PSHE could and should play an important role in schools tackling bullying based on sexual difference.


	


6 b)
The importance of positive parenting?
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	Comments:

See 6a)



	


6 c)
Teaching young people about sexual consent?
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	Comments:

See 6a)


	


Q7)
Have you got any examples of case studies that show particular best practice in teaching PSHE education and achieving the outcomes we want for PSHE education?
Your answer should be evidence based and provide details of real-life case studies.
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	Comments:

The Accord Coalition believes these questions can be best answered by professional experts. We therefore endorse the answers made in this section by the PSHE Association and the Sex Education Forum.


	


Q8)
How can PSHE education be improved using levers proposed in the Schools White Paper, such as Teaching Schools, or through alternative methods of improving quality, such as the use of experienced external agencies (public, private and voluntary) to support schools?
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	Comments:

Again, the Accord Coalition believe these questions can be best answered by professional experts and endorse the answers made in this section by the PSHE Association and the Sex Education Forum. 

However, the Department could improve the quality of PSHE by setting criteria for a national standard for best practice in schools; resume the ITT pilot to train specialist PSHE teachers; give greater prominence and support to the National Accredited PSHE education CPD Programme; identify PSHE centres of excellence in Teaching Schools ensuring all new teachers are equipped to teach PSHE and introduce a kite mark register for external agencies. In addition to these measures, making PSHE compulsory would also serve to give the subject a significant boost to its status and standing.


	


Q9)
Have you got any examples of good practice in assessing and tracking pupils' progress in PSHE education?

Your answer should be evidence based and provide details of real-life case studies.
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	Comments:

The Accord Coalition endorses the answers offered by the PSHE Association and the Sex Education Forum for this section.


	


Q10)
How might schools define and account for PSHE education's outcomes to pupils, parents and local people?
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	Comments:

Rigorous assessment practices should be used to demonstrate to pupils and their parents how their learning is progressing, as with other subjects, while schools should publish the results of monitoring and evaluation of their PSHE education provision.



	


Q11)
Please use this space to provide us with your views and any other comments about PSHE.
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	Comments:

The continued failure to ensure that all schools provide thorough, accurate and balanced PSHE undermines the future health and wellbeing of our children. We struggle to understand why the government would not want to require all schools to provide high standard age appropriate PSHE and therefore urge that the subject be made statutory for all state funded schools in England.


	


Thank you for taking the time to let us have your views. We do not intend to acknowledge individual responses unless you place an 'X' in the box below.

Please acknowledge this reply [image: image33.png]



Here at the Department for Education we carry out our research on many different topics and consultations. As your views are valuable to us, would it be alright if we were to contact you again from time to time either for research or to send through consultation documents?
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Yes
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No



All DfE public consultations are required to conform to the following criteria within the Government Code of Practice on Consultation:

Criterion 1: Formal consultation should take place at a stage when there is scope to influence the policy outcome.

Criterion 2: Consultations should normally last for at least 12 weeks with consideration given to longer timescales where feasible and sensible.

Criterion 3: Consultation documents should be clear about the consultation process, what is being proposed, the scope to influence and the expected costs and benefits of the proposals.

Criterion 4: Consultation exercises should be designed to be accessible to, and clearly targeted at, those people the exercise is intended to reach.

Criterion 5: Keeping the burden of consultation to a minimum is essential if consultations are to be effective and if consultees’ buy-in to the process is to be obtained.

Criterion 6: Consultation responses should be analysed carefully and clear feedback should be provided to participants following the consultation.

Criterion 7: Officials running consultations should seek guidance in how to run an effective consultation exercise and share what they have learned from the experience.

If you have any comments on how DfE consultations and reviews are conducted, please contact Carole Edge, DfE Consultation Co-ordinator, Tel: 01928 438060 / email: carole.edge@education.gsi.gov.uk
Thank you for taking time to respond to this request for representations
Completed questionnaires and other responses should be sent to the address shown below by 30 November 2011

Send by post to: Department for Education, Consultation Unit, Area 1C, Castle View House, Runcorn, Cheshire WA7 2GJ

Send by e-mail to: PSHEEducation.review@education.gsi.gov.uk






1 Gower Street,


London,


WC1E 6HD.





The Accord Coalition


























� The Health Protection Agency’s latest statistics can be found at


http://www.hpa.org.uk/Topics/InfectiousDiseases/InfectionsAZ/STIs/STIsAnnualData/. Last accessed October 27th, 2011.


� The UK Youth Parliament’s survey results report can found in its report  Are you getting it? at


http://www.ukyouthparliament.org.uk/campaigns/sre/AreYouGettingIt.pdf. Last accessed October 27th, 2011.





� See ‘The School Report’, Stonewall, 2007 �HYPERLINK "http://www.stonewall.org.uk/education_for_all/research/1790.asp"�http://www.stonewall.org.uk/education_for_all/research/1790.asp�





